
As we begin a new year, it may be good to take the time to reflect on the year gone by and to count 
our blessings! There may have been several good experiences. It has also been a tough year for 
many, particularly those who lost their lives in floods or protests against government 
hegemony.

I remember fondly the church celebrations that I had as a child during New Year's Eve—an 
hour's adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, a well-planned Eucharistic celebration, and a 
chance to greet family and friends with coffee and cake after Mass.  My parents taught me to 
reflect on the blessings God had gifted us, perhaps in keeping with Socrates' statement, “the 
unexamined life is not worth living.” Ron Rolheiser OMI rephrases this statement with: “A 
blessing that is unasked for, unrecognized, and for which thanks is not given, is at best only a 
half-blessing.” The New Year is a time to count our blessings.

For the year ahead, let us walk courageously with Christ in the mission that is given to us. We 
want to work with creativity, diligence, and fortitude in our respective apostolates—education 
(formal and non-formal), environment, dialogue, parish, retreat, research, social action, 
spirituality, and youth. In these varied works in our province, we look forward to sharing God's 
life and love and blessings with our sisters and brothers.

Fr. Roland Coelho 
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10  PDD meeting  Sangargalli 
11  Consult  Sangargalli 

12  Jesuit families get-together  Milagres, Khanapur 

17  Meeting of major superiors  Old Goa 

25  Education Commission meeting SP, Belagavi 

25-26  Province Commission for Ministries  Xavier Farm, Macche 
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We welcome Orville back to the province; he is 
missioned to PAI, Raia and will also be working with 
Jesuit Worldwide Learning (JWL).

Province holidays in Baga from 1-10 May 2020
Province Meet at PAI-Raia from 11-13 May 2020

 “A Kairos moment of the Society of Jesus.”

I was privileged to be part of the International 
Congress commemorating, "A Journey of Justice 
and Reconciliation: 50 years and beyond", 
organized by the Social Justice and Ecology 
Secretariat (SJES) from 4th to 8th November at 
Aula Magna, at the Curia of the Society of Jesus. We 
were about 210 Jesuits, experts and activists, men 
and women, from 62 countries, committed to what 
Pope Francis calls the 'peripheries' of the world. We 
remembered and called to mind 56 Jesuits who 
were martyred along with many lay collaborators 
during the last 50 years for their work at the 
'peripheries'. 

The three objectives of the Conference were: (1) To 
celebrate God's faithfulness on this journey. (2) To 
discern the roadmap for putting into practice the 
Universal Apostolic Preferences (UAPs) - the 
orientations that will guide the Society of Jesus in 
the next ten years in the social sector. (3) To create 
opportunities for collaboration and networking 
with others.

We were fortunate to listen to the following 
speakers: Fr. Arturo Sosa, S.J., Superior General of 
the Society of Jesus; Cardinal Michael Czerny, S.J.; 

Cardinal Peter Turkson; Dr. Sunitha Narain and 
many other eminent activists from all over the 
world. In the inaugural session, Fr. Arturo Sosa 
encouraged the participants saying, "Let us take 
advantage,  of this very special moment in which 
God is once again speaking to us and inviting us to 
remember, thank, discern, and take bold, daring 
and risky decisions to accompany Jesus and his 
people in the realities of the frontiers, together with 
the most excluded, poor and vulnerable."

We were blessed to have an audience with Pope 
Francis who in his holy and practical way reminded 
us of our Master's lifestyle: “Jesus had nowhere to 
lay his head (Mt 8:20), dedicated as he was to 
preaching 'the gospel of the kingdom' and to healing 
'every disease and every infirmity' (Mt 4:23). Today, 
his Spirit, alive amongst us, impels us to follow him 
in the service of the crucified people of our time”. He 
also answered the fundamental question that social 
activists grapple with: “Does the social apostolate 
exist to solve problems? Yes, but above all to 
promote processes and to encourage hope; 
Processes that help people and communities to 
grow, that lead to awareness of their rights, to 
deploy their skills, and to create their own future.”

The Congress focused on the present challenges, on 
discerning the roadmap for implementing the 
Universal Apostolic Preferences, on providing 
opportunities to renew our commitment to the 
mission of the Society of Jesus and to find new 
forms of collaboration and networking. The 
conference followed the methodology of sharing by 
the eminent persons/activists on UAPs, groups 
sharing, attentive listening, and guided prayer.

After the conference, I visited Mission Procurators 
in Zurich and Nümberg, Jesuits, project partners, 
friends and well-wishers of our apostolate in 
Luxemburg, and Germany. I also had the 
opportunity to spend time with our scholastics Raul 
and Lindsay in Rome and Jovilton in Munich. 

I thank all the Jesuits and friends who were 
instrumental in making my journey pleasant and a 
memorable one. It was a good break and an 
opportunity to experience another world and 
lifestyle. I am happy to recall the grace filled 
moments spent in our founder's room and 
celebrating the Eucharist in his chapel. I enjoyed 
t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  J e s u i t 
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Communities; interacted with Jesuits and lay 
people who dedicated their lives towards noble 
causes and those even in their 80s still concerned 
about the marginalized people especially in India. 
They recalled their visit to Jana Jagaran some 
decades ago and still have a clear picture of Belagavi. 
It vividly demonstrated that they truly loved the 
poor and were concerned about them. This 
challenged and enthused me to do more through my 
chosen apostolate.

Fr Santosh Vas

In keeping with the spirit of our founding Fathers 
who served at the hospital of incurables, all 16 of us 

th
tertians began our month's long experiment from 5  
December 2019. We were initially introduced and 
instructed to celebrate Mass in Sinhalese by our 
Tertian Master, Fr. Baylon.

Jose Silveira had his month long experiment at 
Welihena, Negombo. He gave a tridium and renewal 
of vows to the Blessed Virgin Sisters. This was 
followed by a guided retreat for 2 nuns. The final leg 
of the experiment for Jose was being with the 
orphan girls at the center run by the sisters. These 
girls, many of them are either single parents, victims 
of abuse or abandoned. They had been handed over 
to the sisters after legal procedures and court 
judgments.

On the other hand, Jude Carrasco assisted the 
Sisters of Charity of Jesus and Mary at their elders 
home at Kegalle. This home provides shelter to over 
a hundred senior citizens. Being in-charge of the 
male inmates, required at times to give them a clean 
shave and haircut. Some of them do suffer from 
psychiatric problems. Moments spent conversing 
with them or serving them during the time of meals 
allowed for some memories to be formed.

Both Jose and Jude also picked up a few words in 
Sinhalese which enabled them to have enriching 
conversations with the inmates. Celebrating 
Christmas with these our sisters and brothers, 
enabled them to experience Jesus in each one of 
them. Do continue to keep them in your prayers as 
they continue to journey in the 'School of the Heart'.

Fr Jude Carrasco

“AT THE SERVICE OF THOSE AT THE 
PERIPHERIES”

In the first week of November, 60 Functional 
Vocational Training (FVT) teachers gathered at 
Xavier Farm, Machhe for a three days workshop on 
communication skil ls.  The workshop was 
conducted by SAS staff under the guidance of Joe 
Chenakala. The teachers learnt basic counseling 
and communication skills that would help them to 
animate their students better. SAS has 63 FVT 
centers in different villages. FVT programs cater to 
around 643 students through a 10-month course. 
The new batch was started in June 2019 and will 
end in March 2020. Poor, school dropout girls from 
marginalized communities get an opportunity to 
learn garment making and life coping skills, and are 
thereby able to enhance their personalities and 
earning capacity.

SAS hosted a 6 days Rural Camp for 19 students and 
2 faculty members of Nirmal Niketan College of 

th ndSocial Work, Mumbai from 17  to 22  November. 
After an orientation program at Xavier Farm, 
Machhe, SAS placed them in pairs with households 
at Kattanbavi village to give them a first- hand 
experience of rural life. They relished the hospitality 
of the rural households; worked with them in their 
fields; interacted with the SHGs and students of the 
FVT program and learnt from the various 
interventions about integral rural development that 
comprises of: SHG movement, FVT, watershed, 
biogas plant cum toilet initiative, organic farming, 
etc. They realized the joy of working with and for the 
people at the peripheries by positively responding 
to their felt needs through community building 
exercises that involves everyone, irrespective of 
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their class, caste, creed, religion, linguistic and 
political affiliations.

In the first week of December, SAS staff gathered at 
Xavier Farm to plan their calendar of activities for 
2020. The meeting spread over two days included 
review, discussion, and planning of activities based 
on the projects at hand. While planning the 
activities the staff took stock of public holidays, 
village festivals, the marriage season, sowing and 
harvesting seasons, etc. so as to make it convenient 
for all the stakeholders to participate in the 
activities. Over the years SAS staff have become well 
versed in making action plans and in implementing 
them. 

Other activities in December included leadership 
training for FVT students and exposure visits to 
organic farms. The leadership trainings were held 
across 4 talukas. The training gave the FVT students 
an opportunity to express themselves and discover 
their talents.

The SHG women had an exposure visit to Watare, 
Hunchiwari and Ramgurwadi. They interacted with 
organic farmers and realized that organic farming 
can be profitable and provide healthy food.

thOn 27  December, SAS (Jana Jagaran) has planned 
their Christmas family get-together wherein the 
SAS staff and their family members gather as one 
large SAS FAMILY to celebrate Christa 
Jayanti.

Fr Santosh Vas

The Pedro Arrupe Community, Raia has been 
bustling with activities over these last two months 

th
of November and December. On 28  November 
some of the Jesuit fathers from Arrupe celebrated 
the novena mass at Old Goa. We also organized a 
choir for this novena mass with some of the 
youngsters from Raia who were trained by Amit. 
The mass and choir was well appreciated by many. 

To spread the Christmas message and joy to all, we 
had organized a Christmas program titled 
“Rangutsav” for children from 7 different 
institutions in and around Margao. Around 106 
children participated and were entertained with the 
help of various fun activities, art and craft activities, 
etc. that were put up by 'The Magis' and the 'Young 
Professionals' groups. A dental and general health 
check-up camp was also held. Abe further brought 
joy on the faces of the kids through his magic show. 
The children too, put up various skits and dances 
keeping in mind the Christmas season and the 
theme. In the end they were given gifts and went 
away with the Christmas spirit and cheer. 

Besides these, to prepare ourselves for the coming 
of  Christ,  we had on 2 weekends Advent 
recollections given by Willy and Agnelo. There 
was a good response from the lay faithful who 
attended these sessions. Meanwhile Pat, Savio 
Rodrigues and Felix were busy conducting 
various retreats during this season of Advent. 

Currently the community is gearing towards the 
various Christmas programmes including the 
midnight service. 

We are privileged to have the presence of Orville 
thwho joined our community on 11  December, after 

completing his Tertianship. 
Sch. Alendro DaCosta

The months of November and December were ones 
of intense reading and documentation at the XCHR. 
The Director, Fr. Anthony da Silva was busy 
preparing for the paper which he presented at St. 

thXavier's College, Mumbai on the 20  of November. 
The title of his paper was, “St. Paul's College: A 



ST. PAUL, BELAGAVI

GOA PROVINCE

JIVIT

thBeacon of Light in the 16  Century.” The paper 
was well received and appreciated. The extensive 
reading material available in our library facilitated 
such an in depth retelling of the story of the first 
college of the Society of Jesus in the East. Also 
taking advantage of the library facility, Fr. 
Anderson has been reading up on the history of 
the Society and its spirituality. He gave a session on 
'Magis for budding teachers' for the students of 
Nirmala College of Education during their retreat at 
the Pedro Arrupe Institute, Raia. Meanwhile the 
documentation of archaic books, documents and 
manuscripts and their conversion to e-books is on 
full swing with a new staff Mr.Anand Talwar 
employed to look after that department. 

On 14 November, XCHR held its 'History Hour' 
titled, “AIDS Activism and the Cinematic 
Afterlife  of  Dominic D'Souza:  Goan 
Invisibility in the Film My Brother…Nikhil” 
by Dr. Benedito Ferr o, an affiliate scholar of ã
XCHR based in the U.S.A. It was a well-researched 
presentation and engaged the audience during the 
question and answer session. Ms. Albertina 
Almeida, a social activist was the moderator for the 
evening. Another 'History Hour' titled, “The 
Garbage crisis in Goa: A Mountain or 
Molehill?” was given by Mr. Richard Dias, 
founder and V.P. Business Development at 
Flycatcher Technologies on 11 December at the 
Centre. 

The staff of XCHR embarked on a pilgrimage to Old 
Goa during the novenas of St. Francis Xavier to 
learn and experience a little bit more about the 
patron of our centre. It was a deeply spiritual 
experience for the staff to be present in Old Goa, 
especially for the Hindu brethren. 

The Christmas season was one of cheer and joy for 
the staff at XCHR. We had a short prayer service 
followed by a little fellowship where the staff of 
TSKK joined us in celebrating the birth of our Lord. 
The book release of Fr. Savio Abreu SJ titled, 
“Heaven's Gates and Hell's Flames” published by 
Oxford Press was held on December 28 at the Centre 
at the hands of Archbishop Filipe Neri Ferr o. The ã
book is based on the PhD thesis of Fr. Savio about 
the Pentecostal movement in and around the state 
of Goa. 

Fr Anderson Fernandes

(HIGH SCHOOL AND SCIENCE & 
COMMERCE COLLEGE)

The first edition of 'Interschool Cultural and 
Literary Event', “RAGNAROK 2K19” was 
organized by the cabinet and students of the P.U. 

thCollege on 9  December 2019. Around 300 students 
from eight schools from Belagavi participated 
actively in this inaugural event. The students 
displayed their talents in the various activities: 
dance, singing, treasure hunt, master & miss, etc. 
Smt. Shaila Mehta and Mathew Bardeskar, 
Principal of St. Paul's English Medium Primary 
School, Sangargalli, were the Chief Guests at the 
Inaugural and Valedictory Function respectively. 
The Chief Guests motivated the participants with 
their words of encouragement. St. Joseph's 
Canossian Convent High School, Belagavi emerged 
winners of this inaugural event.

t h
The 8  Edition of “KRONOS 2K19” ,  an 
Interschool Cultural, Literary cum Talent 
Competition was organized by the cabinet members 
of the school on 22 and 23 November 2019. Around 
1000 participants from twenty-five neighbouring 
schools of Belagavi, two schools from Goa, and one 
from Kolhapur participated in this mega event. This 
fest proved to be a perfect platform wherein the 
students were given a golden opportunity to display 
their talents, creativity and verbal skills in the form 
of dance, singing, debate, drawing, treasure hunt, 
modeling, photography, etc.  At the inaugural 
function, Smt. Yashodha S. Vantagodi KSPS, 
Deputy Commissioner Traffic & Crime, Belagavi, 
was the Chief Guest, and Shri Barchaswa, Chief 
Executive Officer of Belagavi Cantonment was the 
Guest of Honour. The Chief Guest and the Principal 
in their speeches motivated the participants to work 
hard and sincerely. The function ended on a grand 
note with the General Championship winners 
K.L.S. High School carrying away the gigantic 
trophy. Divine Providence High School, Belagavi 
were the Runners-up.

The Annual Sports Meet was held on the school 
 

grounds on 13 December 2019. Mr. Cajetan 
Fernandes, MP.Ed, a renowned football player and 
now the Physical Education Instructor at Loyola 
High School, Margao and coach of Salgaoncar 
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Sports Club Junior squad, was the Chief Guest and 
did the honours of giving away the prizes and 
trophies. Mr. Cajetan motivated the students to 
work hard, inculcate good sportsmanship and 
exercise regularly to develop a healthy mind and 
body. 

The Green House emerged as General Champions. 
The students displayed their talents in the form of a 
prayer dance, participated in various drills and the 
march past. The brass band comprising of our very 
own students gave a very good account of 
themselves during the entire event. 

It was that time of the year when students and staff 
await eagerly to enjoy and relax. The classes went to 
various places like Budramatti Mini Zoo, Kolhapur 
Water Park, Froggy Land in Goa and Red Hill Resort 
in Belgaum. It was refreshing time for many and 
now they look forward to next year. 

th
On 30  November 2019, in preparation for 
Christmas, confessions were held for all the Catholic 
students in the school. Cecil took the initiative to 
organize the sacrament of reconciliation. 
Malcolm, the Vocation Promoter of the Goa Jesuit 

Province, Sch Shane and. Br Anthony D'Souza 
initiated the students into a prayerful mood, and 
offered inputs on how to be a student of good 
character. They students were also motivated to 
make commitments towards the priesthood. 

rd
On 3  December we celebrated the Feast of St. 
Francis Xavier. The students of our school along 
with the students of St. Joseph's Convent High 
School, Belagavi actively participated in the Mass at 
Fatima Cathedral, along with their parents and 
teachers. Savio Barreto from XTC, Desur was the 
Main Celebrant. In his homily, Savio spoke on his 
experiences as Rector of Bom Jesus Basilica, Old 
Goa and requested the faithful to emulate and learn 
from the life of St. Francis. 

Adieus, Rev. Fr. Ladislaus Rego SJ, a former 
Paulite and teacher of St. Paul's High School, 
Belagavi returned to his Heavenly Master on 12 
December 2019. Apart from being a loyal Jesuit, Fr. 
Rego was a good counselor and a pastor. He was 
talented, simple and a jovial friend to whom we 
could always turn to, for fraternal encouragement 
and spiritual guidance. Fr. Rego was given a solemn 
farewell. His funeral mass was celebrated in Fatima 

th
Cathedral, Belgaum on 15  December 2019 with 
Most Rev. Derek Fernandes, Bishop of Belgaum as 
the Main Celebrant. On behalf of Belgaum Diocese 
Board of Education, Rev. Fr. Nelson Pinto, 
Secretary, B.D.B.E., paid rich tributes and 
appreciated the selfless services of Fr. Rego in the 
field of education.

Fr Cecil Fernandes

Loyola High School  (LHS) organized the 
“ L O Y O L A  P L A T I N U M  C U P '  f o o t b a l l 
tournament for Jesuit schools as part of the 
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations of LHS. The 
following schools from outstation participated: St. 
Stanislaus H. School and St. Mary High School, 
Mumbai; St. Vincent H. School and Loyola High 
School, Pune; St. Paul H. School from Belgaum, St. 
Joseph H. School, Bengaluru, St. Britto H. School, 
Mapusa and the host school, Loyola H. School, 
Margao. The teams were drawn in two pools. The 
teams that topped their respective pools played the 
semi-finals with the runners up of the opposite pool. 
Loyola, Pune clashed with St. Vincent, Pune and got 
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the better of them with a 3 – 0 margin. In the other 
semi-finals Loyola, Margao put it across St. Britto, 
Mapusa, with a similar score line. The finals was 
contested by Loyola, Margao, the hosts and Loyola, 
Pune. The game finally turned out to be a one sided 
affair with Loyola, Margao winning the Platinum 
Cup with a 7 – 0 margin. Three quick goals in a 
matter of 12 minutes seemed to have knocked the 
fight out of the opponents from Pune. The Chief 
Guest Mr. Churchill Alemao, MLA and President of 
the GFA (Goa Football Association) gave away the 
handsome trophies to the winners and runners up. 
Other dignitaries on the dais handed over awards to 
the referees and other officials. 

The trophies were truly fitting for an international 
tournament and besides the winners and runners 
up trophies; individual trophies were awarded to 
each player of the finals. A trophy was also awarded 
to the player of each match from the pool stage 
onwards. The golden boot was won by Master Rui 
Noronha of Loyola, Margao who had a tally of five 
goals in the tournament. The best goalkeeper of the 
tournament landed in the hands of the keeper from 
Loyola, Pune. 

The tournament was sponsored by parents, ex-
students, including those running businesses, 
besides some well placed officials. The Physical 
Instructors of the school together with Amit and 
the Principal, Basil saw to the logistics of this 
tournament. The invited schools from outstation 
were housed in an hotel at Fatorda whereas the 
matches were held at Don Bosco Engineering 
College grounds. The latter were generous in 
allowing the use of their grounds and facilities and 
reached out a helping hand to make this 
tournament a success. The school teachers (the 
staff) donning special 'Platinum Jubilee T-shirts' 
ably assisted at the ground and carried out their 
supervisory duties with great responsibility. The 
musically talents schools boys were there with their 
instruments and voices to create a festal-like 
atmosphere. The junior boys and primary students 
did not let up with their chants “Loyola, Loyola”; 
and “UZO! UZO! (Fire, Fire) – possibly Ignatius' 
battle cry. The next day being Sunday, allowed the 
players and organizers to rest tired sinews and for 
the students to get back their voices that turned 
hoarse. That brought down the curtains to a well 
organized and conducted tournament. 

LHS conducted an Interschool one-day event, 
titled: “COSMOS 2.0”, for invited schools (6 

th
responded to the invitation), on 7  Dec 2019. The 
purpose of organizing such an event was to foster a 
healthy and competitive spirit among students to 
showcase teamwork, organizational skills and so 
give them a platform to display their talents on-
stage and off-stage. The events were: The Royal 
Glimpses (a short video to introduce the 
participants taking part in the various events, 
without naming the Institution they represented); 
Battle of  Bands (Group Singing);  Winter 
Thronopoly (to test advertising skills in selling a 
product); Kitchen of Fire and Ice (Cooking); Blaze 
the Stage (Group Dance); The Gazette (Newspaper 
designing); Clash of Colours (Artwork); War of 
Tongues (Debate); Lights, Camera & Action (Skit); 
Game of Thrones (5 levels to test physical and 
mental skills) and; The Third Eye (photography – 
photos of the event). 

st
The 1  place was won by Manovikas English 
Medium School, Margao and the runners-up spot 
was grabbed by Fatima Convent High School. 
Handsome trophies were awarded to the various 
winners and runners-up by the Jesuits present for 
the event. 

After the Prize Distribution ceremony at around 
5.30 p.m. it was then time for the Organizing 
Committee (the School Cabinet) under the 
guidance of Ms. Jelfina, the chief coordinator of the 
event, and co-teachers to see that everything was 
put back in place and to make sure that cosmos 
prevailed and not chaos. For all the hard work put 
in, the next day was declared a holiday to relax 
overworked grey cells.  Nobody complained!

The Higher Secondary students (LHSS) studying 
French as a language went for the novena Mass in 

thFrench at Old Goa, on 26  Nov., the day a French 
mass was scheduled. Their French teacher Mrs. 
Cora Abreu accompanied the students. Despite the 
heavy congestion on the roads, they managed to 
make it in time for the Eucharistic celebration; as 
someone whispered: “Xavier made a way for them.”

The LHSS won the over-all championship in the 
'TALENTHON', conducted by the Rosary Higher 
Secondary School, Navelim. They truly proved 
themselves to be worthy champions and cornered 
glory over a competition that had around 20 events. 
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It surely was a test of one's talents, both on-stage 
and off-stage.

The LHSS boys basketball team won the Inter-
Higher Secondary South District Championship, 
defeating Agnel Ashram, Verna. Now, sterner tests 
awaits them as they get ready for the All-Goa finals. 

thOn 18  Dec. the LHSS conducted a Mini-Marathon. 
There were 3 categories: 5 Km run for boys; 3 km 
run for girls; 5 km walk, open to all. The students 
participated and some staff joined in to prove their 
fitness in keeping with the country's fad of 'Fit 
India'. The mini of minis Marathon had its starting 
point at PAI, Raia and traversed the roads of Raia 
and Rachol, ending at PAI after crossing the Rachol 
Arch. The PT master, Mr. Surendra Dessai 
conducted this event with help from the police and 
other agencies. 

th
19  Dec, Liberation Day was celebrated jointly by 
LHS and LHSS. It was the turn of the HSS to 
organize the programme. The Chief Guest, Mrs. 
Anna Rodrigues, senior lecturer from Rosary 
College, Navelim and member of LHSS - PTA, 
hoisted the tricolor in the presence of students of 
Stds VIII to XII. She also addressed the students.

th18  Dec evening, all roads in Salcete terminated at 
LOYOLA gate. It was the 'Annual Christmas 
T r e e '  c o n d u c t e d  b y  L E S A  ( E x - s t u d e n t s 
Association), an event wherein many ex-students 
with their families make their way to the Loyola 
Quadrangle. It is not just a time for Fun, Dance and 
Dine, but it also allows ex-students to meet up and 
revive old memories – no better place than the 
Loyola Quadrangle, a venue etched in the memory 
of every Loyolite. 

The Executive Committee under its President, Mr. 
Vernon Xavier after much planning did a 
commendable job to handle the crowd in excess of 
750. The mcee for the occasion and the band made 
sure everyone was having a good time. The highlight 
for the evening of course was Santa Claus for the 
children and there was a plethora of spot prizes to be 
won. The ex-students surely did well, targeting 
fellow ex-students for sponsorships. All said and 
done it was just the right time, the right occasion to 
usher in the Christmas spirit. 

At the mass celebrated by the Jesuits on the 
occasion of the Feast of Francis Xavier, at Old Goa, 

Amit conducted the choir comprising of talented 
singers and musicians from LHSS. The singing was 
well appreciated and added to the sacredness of the 
occasion. 

The Loyola Jesuits have been reaching well in time 
for various common occasions at different venues. 
The reason, we have some F1 drivers and Desmond 
from passed experiences keeps whispering prayers 
along the way – not sure to which saint. 

Fr. Willy Rodrigues

We at St. Britto do our level best and through all the 
activities held we aim at providing an integral, 
personal growth for the young. Keeping this in mind 
the staff and students were kept busy during the 
months of November and December. Various 
activities were held that brought out the hidden 
talents of the students. 

The following activities were held during these two 
months;- School picnics,  5-a-side cricket 
tournament organized by the cricket club of the 
school, Futsal festival- 32 teams of the junior and 
senior categories participated in it, orientation 
programme for our SSC students conducted by the 
Lights of the World, Christmas fancy dress 
competition for the primary students, annual sports 
for the KG, and celebration of Goa liberation day. 
The school also conducted the Christmas talent 
search competition which included the following 
items:-carol singing, face painting, t-shirt painting, 
Christmas decoration, Christmas tree decoration, 
card making, glass painting, star making, 
fruit/vegetable carving, rangoli, Live crib, Class 
room decoration, and the inter class chart making 
competition. Through these varied items, the 

ST. BRITTO BUZZ
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children brought out inspiring Christmas message.

The staff put up a special Christmas dance during 
the special Christmas assembly. At the end of all 
these activities the staff got together to celebrate 
Christmas in the school hall. Fr. Anand and Fr. 
Denzil led the staff in singing Christmas Carols.  

Sch Nigel was one of the main organsiers Fr.Cedric 
chipped in by organizing an item.

On the winning side, the school were Bardez 
champions in the inter school under 14, under 17 
throw ball competition and under 17 inter school 
basket ball tournament. In the Portuguese day 
event held at St. Xavier's college, two of our 
students won the first place in the bottle painting 
competition and second place in fancy dress. Fifty 
of our scouts joined the Bardez District scouts in the 
door to door campaign on “Harmful Effects of 
plastic” in Mapusa. A few students accompanied by 
Sch Nigel and Mr Basil attended the inter religious 
meet at Old Goa. The OBA organized the under 14 
inter school tournament on our ground. 12 teams 
participated in the tournament.

Community life goes on. Fr. Abraham continues 
with his counselling, Bro. Dias is anxiously looking 

thforward to his 99  birthday. He continues to 
maintain good health and his daily time-table. Our 
minister Sch Nigel has to stretch his brains at times 
to see how to keep the members happy and cheerful. 
All have their own methods of keeping fit and 
remaining healthy. 

Fr Cedric Fernandes
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Fr. Ladislaus Rego, a Jesuit of the Goa province left this world after a struggle with 
cancer and other ailments on 11 Nov 2019, having celebrated his 82nd birthday on 19 
September. Born in a family of brilliant people Laddy as Fr. Ladislaus was fondly known 
in his community, served as principal at Vidya Mandir High School, Nesargi for 19 years. 
He also served as principal of Rosary High School, Ajra.  While in Nesargi he had the 
additional responsibility of being the Director and Superior of the Christ Nivas boy's 
hostel. Besides these tasks which he carried out marvelously in difficult and trying 
circumstances, Laddy was parish priest at Milagres Church, Khanapur and Rosary 
Church, Ajra.

But far more than this Fr. Rego was known by all, especially during his last years as a man of deep spiritual 
depth. Consequently sisters, diocesan priests and even bishops came to him regularly for confession and 
spiritual direction. Laddy was always a simple, humble person. A tall person everyone knew him as a 
gentle giant, especially the poor and needy wherever he worked.

Fr. Ladislaus last few months were difficult and painful, but he bore them up with courage. Many of his non 
Christian students came to pay their last respects to him. We at St. Paul's wish him a sad but hopeful good 
bye to our gentle giant to celebrate his Christmas at Home.    

Fr Ronnie D'Souza

Fr. Ladislaus Rego, S.J.
1936-2019

THE DEPARTURE OF A GENTLE GIANT

Fr Joseph Zerafa SJ (DUM), 85/67, breathed his last on 30 November 2019 in Malta. 
Fr. Felix  Gonsalves SJ (GUJ) 71 /  53, passed away on 08 December, 2019, Gujarat.
Fr. Louis Menezes SJ (Bom) (85/66) passed away on 09 December, 2019, Mumbai.  
Mrs Aelikutty Mathew Placheril 84, sister of Frs Joe and Tom Chanakala, passed away on 2 
December 2019, Kerala
Fr. Ladislaus Rego (Goa), SJ 83/63, passed away on 12 December, 2019, Belgaum.
Fr. Edwin Menezes, SJ (68/47 (PAT) passed away on 18 December 2019, Patna 
Fr. Fidelis J Packiam, SJ (71/55) (AND), passed away on 26 December 2019, Dindigul.
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